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I ves born twenty~eight miles southwest from Chicego, Illinois. My parents
moved there from Chio in 1826. My fatber was born in Bedford County, Peansylvenlsa;
my mother wes born in Virginis. They both ceme to Ohlo when they vere very young,
and vere merried in Chio in 1823, when my father wes twenty-three years old and
wy mother nineteen yeers old. They acquired farming land in Illincis vhen that
country wes unsettled except by Indisns. Three times they weat 1o Fort Dearborn
uhen the Indisns vere on the werwepgth. At thet tiwe Chicego ves not konown, and
Fort Desrborn was the nearest place where there were eny white people.

I wes born August 16, 1833, and ves raised on the farm. In 1851 I vent
to Green Bay, Wisconsin, where I spent the sumser fishing for Mackinac Trout
end vhite fish, and in the Fell veat home and spent the Winter. At this time
I got the gold fever, sud have never got cured yet. On the 29th of March,

1852, I started for the gold mines of the west, and landed in Jackson County,
Oregon, on September 23rd, JIa the placer mines I $0ld my cutfit, sad cowscnced
prospecting for the yellow gold. Within two ysers I acoumulated enough to

buy sixteen mules, sud started packing, from Crescent City, Celifornis, to
Jecksonville, Oregon, Yreks and the Klamath River end Scots River, Celifornla.

Ye left howe with four yoke of fet four-year-old steers, in compeany with
two more light wegons, each wexned with four men. We had no difficulty with
Indiens, uatil we got to Goose Lake. Here the Plute Indisns stole twenty-one
head of our stock, sixteen hesd of steers, and two mules and four fipe nares,
the latter animals belonging to Ceptain Constance, with whose train we vere
traveling eafter we left Green River.

At tha time we struck the Piute nation, we over-drove eight miles on
account of misunderstanding the directions of the auidae, snd our ox-teaus
were veary and sore-footed. We drove eight miles further that eveaning then
we should have driven, end we didn't get our stock turned out untll) 1t wes getting

dusk. This ves the only time we failed to put ocut a guard on the vhole trip



across the plains. In the morning we got up early, end got resdy to get around
and start, snd found thet we hed no snimals except wo saddle horeesd, and & span
of white mules that were too wild for the Indians to wtampede. The umules belonged
to the captain's family cerribge, and were alvays o wild that only one men could
handle them, and the Indians could not get away with them.

The Indians hed taken seventeen heed of our vwork oxen (we came across the
plains with ox-tems) end two of the captein's mules, the wheelsrs, as ihey vers
fleshy, uot having done their ebare of the work. We got out early in the wmorning
and found that our stock wes slmost &ll gone. My brether snd I struck the treil
of the oxen going south in the Goose Valley, at the heed of Pitt River, thet flows
inte Celifornia. We struck this trail sbout eight o'clock in the worning. It
was & hard trail to strike. The cattle wers sore~footed, snd it seemed elmost
impossible for the Indlans to drive them. We followed the trail from twelve
to fifteen miles, right thréughihe valley. Cn Oek Ridge we found thirteen
hesd of these cattle. They hed srrows shot into them, from three to five exrovs
in each animal, snd most of the errows were still sticking imto them. They were
21l humped up sod could herdly move on. sccount of their scre feet.

Three of the steers haed shoes on, and the Indians got avay with these. There
vere no Indlans guarding the cattle ve recovered. Frobebly they though the cattle
souldn't travel, and that we would mot find the track.

Wa cut the arrowarout of the cattle, and we drove tbem back to camp, and
arrived there about half past ten o'vlock that night. We had had nothing to eat,
and not even & drink of veter, since dsylight that moraing.

The captein had lost three valusble meres, worth five bundred dollars eplece,
and the two mules, snd we hed also lost sowe other horses, including a saddle
horse that we boys owned. The captein hsd traced this stock due east from our
cemp, twelve miles to the mountains ecross the velley, and struck the trall
going up & creek. He followed that trail up the creek possibly ten miles or wore,



e

vhen it crossed the creek and cems back on the other side, and right opposite
whare 1t went up.

When my brother s I were retwning to cawp with the cattle, we had swen
e fire on the butte that was in the edge of the valley, sbout tvelve wiles east
of ua, right close to vhere the ceptain had treilod these sniwals. When ve got
into cemp the caymin proposed that if nine men would go with hia (leaving
only & few to guard the ceup) to try and get these muimals back, that be would
zo 8e one of them, end be asked for volunteers, and not cue «f the nen eeid a
vord. My brother ssid to me, "Sew, I'll go if you go." I said I would. Ve
got the cutfit £illed up, and left a bodyguerd in cemp.

About half pest three o'vlock in the morning, I think it was, with the
captaln of the train as our gulde, we started to strike the trall of the Piute
Indiang, end we got to the trail'thnt e had trasced up, very serly la the
morning, end treveled up this creek sbout ten nlles, and crossed the creck
vhere the Indiens had crossed, and then wa tralled tham right dowa the othor
s8ide to a pluce opposite where we hod struck the trail. Here we stopped for
Tunch aod & drink of vater. We had hrought with us bread ead butter end ravw bacon.
At the foot of the hill the Indians bad killed cue of the mules, e&nd bere we
found part of the cercess of ithe mule, lying up in the lizks of & trec. T
Whﬂde&t&npamofthemula. Ve elso found, in the some place, at least &
hundred bu.ehela. of dried seeds and berries in baskeis. Afiter cutting oif & few
glices of this mule, we mede & boafire (for spite, I must sdmit) and burned up
everything that the Indiens hed left there. We wont down to the creek and built
@ fire, snd roasted owr baccn end uls neat, snd tock owr lunch, the first we hed
ecaten since thres o'clock thet wmorning. Ve wers then ready to Glurt for caup,
with just sbout twelve miles to go. We didn't £ind the other horseis.

My brother and mysslf were ralsed in the woods, and hunted & good deal, end
knev hov to keep our vourses good. We took s mowntain view oo that we <ould keep



our owrsg. It wes not & very dark pight, 80 that we could sew. I don't thaink we
went more thau & mile before wy knoe quit, sud I couldn't move. I begued my brother
o g or to camp, bub be wouldn't do 1t. He kept wglng ue to move & little, sud
ingisted on 1t, but I lay there tweaty or hirty winutes, sod then got up to try it
sgaln, I was tired cut and vented to go to sleep, but he wouldn't let we at &ll,
and when I finally got up uwy kuce wad oll right for a tiwe. I think we went sbout
three miles further, snd it quit e egein, and then I ves o sleepy und so tired
&ad in euch wisery that I wented to lde thers and die. My bwother kept wging we

to try it 83ein, and w finclly started cnce more.

The other men, under the lesdership of the captein, had teken enother course,
andhadgomalittlamfaxmﬂwmrthaudcircmmwwmp, end we all got
in ebout together. We slepi well that night. We thoughhthe catile vere all
going 1o die fram the effect of the Bruwd, but they did got. dowever, we killed
oue ateer, snd aivided the meat.

We thea procecded ou our way, towards the Modoo country. The Modocs were the
vorst tribe in the west, aod hed killed wore than cue-hulf of the emigraats who
attempled 1o pass through their country, end would bave killed ouy prty, but
slxty miners organized st Yreka uader Ceaptain Den kright, and killed about fifty
of the Hodo.us, vwhivh cleared the roud fov us. They wlso fwraished provisions Por
us, which we zedly needed. Ue had been living ow rise, jeck rebbits and sege hens
Tor two weeks, ond flouwr seewed good to us. The Kluwath Tudiwus ware friendly,
8ud we hed & good escart through their country, Just such wen as met us caved
hundreds of emigrants. Jo efter years almost eVery man in our compsny went on
the seue misslon year alter yeer, and escorted the pilgriue through the dangercus
country.. I mysell weat for two years.

Jackscuville waé built altogether with canves. It was & new ceap situated in

the most beautiful valley that I have ever sesn.



Soun efter I caswnced packing, wY troubles comenced. The Rogue River,
Klanath sl Applegate Indiung, cod the cosst Indiaus, would go o the war peth
about cuce & meath, sad would kill people living away from the towns. It wude
it very dangerous 1o pock through e countyry that was sparsely setiled. Io the
Fell of 1855 these ralds ocwwrred &0 frequently thal the peuple hed to organlze
to protect their families snd howes, snd poke battle with the redsking.

Governcy Joe lane seat out a cell for three bundred volunteers. That wad wws
men than could be spared then. Celifornis responded to the cell, &nd W raised
three hundred voluntesrs, and made battls with ebout three hundred Indiens a8
well armed as the velunteers. He met these Indions io the vattle of ungry Hill.
Ve fougbt them im their owa style, end the heitie reged for tvo days. It ves

a thickly timbered country. The Indiens shot thirty-seven of ouwr weh, and
nearly sll the vounded died. We peobably killed &8 many of the Indians. We
were glad to leave thew on the battlefield. Ue were suffering frow hunger end
thiret, as we had hed we water, por & bite to eat, Xor thirty-six hours, 3o Wo Tee
trepted with owr wounded seveatesn ailes to owr supplies, nod carrvied the
wounded o stretehars, before we could ert.

1 polloved packing and mining, end wes in the hovse Lusiuees, until 1802,
vhen I weut north aad packed fraw Usatilla to Ells City aud Florenseé, Tdeho. I
speat the Winter ian Graod Rende valley. In Mewch I weult to Idaho City, eod wined
there for three sessons. Ilo Septenber I bought & bend of cattle sud brought them
to Montans, where I spent twhe vinter, in Deer Lodge Velley. In Maarrel I begon
butchering, im Elk Creek, ond left that caup ju July, M067. I mioed cus ysar
ot Soov Shoe, nesr Blackfoot “ity. In 1869 I went to Hawiltoa aod White Pinc,
Neveds, and then went to my 0ld howe in Illinois, where George W. Evrvin end X

were raised. The Ervins end my fether vers peigbbors, sad swong he best



peopla I ever K. I remeined there three YyRRrh, and then ceme back to Montena,
ia July, 1573, end have prospected slmast all the time aince. I worked in the
Garnet district for tuenty-six years befare I wold exy ore, and I em AU111 digeing
in the ground for are. 1 struck ore in the Neucy Haoks mine in 1896, In 2097,
1898 snd 1899 T took out $550,000 in gold snd silver from the Nency Hauks,
Cascedp end Spokeus claims. Since that time T beve lonsed some grownd, vhich

bea produced about $150,000.
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